About me


We live to fly and we fly to live. At least that’s the way I see it. Flying means more to me than a career or a benefits package, it represents a way of life. Flying is the ultimate embodiment of freedom. Flying lets us be freed from the earthly confines of gravity. We can soar like the birds in sailplanes, or escape from the constraints of time in a Citation X, above all we are free from our worries. Every time I push the throttle foreword my worries might as well be exhaust because they just flow away. After all isn’t that why we are all here today. Somewhere, somehow something has inspired us to pursue a path of freedom, a path that would allow us to soar through the heavens. I know I was inspired. I did not want to become a pilot because I wanted to be rich, I became a pilot because I love flying, and flying sets me free. 

My name is Cecil Barbato, flying has been my dream for as long as I can remember and for me it is truly a blessing that I get to live my dream. Throughout my life and fledgling years in the aviation industry I have learned a few things about life and myself. Every once in a while life throws you a curve ball and that it’s how you react that defines what kind of a person you really are. Nothing is given to you, you must make everything for yourself, but subsequently you can achieve whatever you put your mind to. If someone tells you that it can’t be done, you prove them wrong, and above all never lose faith. I have also learned that flying is my true passion. I am going to be starting my sophomore year in the aviation program at the University of Dubuque next fall. The program is top notch, the aircraft are incredible, the instructors are great, and the people couldn’t be any friendlier. I love my school. The four-year program I am in will allow me to graduate with a BS in Professional Flight Operations, in a corporate concentration, with a minor in business, and all my licenses through CFII. I plan to, and am currently on track to finish in three years instead of four. My first year in school yielded me my private pilot license and instrument rating as well as a good jumpstart on my commercial/multi-engine training. I love general and corporate aviation and would love the opportunity to make a career in that segment of the industry. While I’m still in school I would love to obtain flight operations internship and will jump at any opportunity I can get. Ultimately my dream job is that of a chief pilot for a fortune 100-flight department. I love flying but I also find the management side of aviation extremely interesting.

The CABAA scholarship will afford me more opportunity to make the rest of my dreams come true, and I could never explain how honored I feel to be selected as one of the recipients of such a prestigious award.
